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SUBJECT: SAUDI VISA REGULATIONS 
REF: JIDDA 0855 

t THE SAUDI EMBASSY HAS NOW DONE AN ABOUT-FACE ON ITS 
RECENT CHANGE IN VISA REGULATIONS. THROUGHOUT A LENGTHY 
DISCUSSION WHICH WE HAD WITH THE SAUDI CONSUL HE STEAD- 
FASTLY MAINTAINED THAT THEIR PROCEDURES HAD NEVER 
CHANGED AND THAT DIFFICULTIES WE EXPERIENCED WERE IN 
SOME WAY A RESULT OF A MISUNDERSTANDING ON OUR PART. 
RATHER THAN FLOG A DEAD HORSE WE FINALLY EXPRESSED 
GRATIFICATION THAT CHANGE HAD NOT OCCURRED AND THAT WE 
LOOKED FORWARD TO PROMPT ACTION ON FUTURE CASES. 

2. NOT 24 HOURS LATER AN APPLICATION WE HAD SENT WAS 
RETURNED WITH THE COMMENT THAT NO VISA COULD BE ISSUED 
WITHOUT PRIOR CLEARANCE FROM THE SAUDI MFA. A CALL TO 
THE SAUDI EMBASSY REVEALED THAT THE ASSURANCES WE HAD 
RECEIVED FROM THE CONSUL HAD NOT BEEN COMMUNICATED TO 
HIS VISA CLERK. WE RE-SUBMITTED THE APPLICATION AND 

ARE AWAITING ISSUANCE OF THE VISA. 

3. WE ATTRIBUTE THIS AND PREVIOUS HARASSMENTS TO THE SAUDI 
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RESTRICTIVE POLICIES VIS A VIS SAUDI VISA APPLICANTS. 

THE LATEST INCIDENT WAS PROBABLY DUE TO OUR REQUESTING 
AN 1-20 FORM FROM THE AMBASSADOR'S SON. THE LATTER HAD 
ENTERED THE U.S. WITH AN A-2 VISA AND HAD BEEN STUDYING 
THERE FOR THE PAST YEAR. THE VISA HAD EXPIRED AND HE 
REQUESTED ANOTHER A-2. THE SAUDI CONSUL CLAIMED THAT 
ALL SAUDI STUDENTS RECEIVED A-2 FROM THE EMBASSY IN 
JIDDA AND AN 1-20 WAS UNNECESSARY. 

IN ANY EVENT AS FAR AS SAUDI VISAS ARE CONCERNED WE 
APPEAR TO HAVE RETURNED TO THE STATUS QUO ANTE FOR THE 
TIME BEING. 
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